The Character of the 9th Grade Student
Grade 9 is the about a certain transition to authentic freedom.[footnoteRef:1]  In the middle school years, students lack a full mental and emotional capacity to be given the ability to think completely independently and with authentic creativity. There are vestiges of the grammar school structure and habits of being, and much of their work continues to be imitative of what they see teacher doing. In Grade 9, this begins to change. [1:  This, by the way, is why the HL focus on the American project is so fitting for this year.
] 


The conclusion of these middle school years is an awakening of the self’s responsibility and ability to justify for themselves the things that they believe to be true.  That is precisely why Humane Letters begins at this point in a child’s maturation.  In middle school we have imitations of seminar, but true inquiry and the teacher as first amongst peers[footnoteRef:2] begins in Grade 9.  The 9th grade student is the one who begins to take responsibility for justifying his own thoughts. Because of this shift, it is appropriate that the course material in high school begins a process of “revisiting” material that students have seen before. What they were taught to know in elementary school and to understand in middle school, they are now asked to evaluate in high school. [2:  The image of a teacher in grammar school is a shepherd of sheep, which is why the teacher is often in the front of the room, with students in organized rows following the teacher’s lead. In high schools, the great texts and the content become the authority in the room, with the teacher seen as a guide, and in a real way the first among peers mutually submitting themselves to the authority of the texts.
] 


This is true in all the disciplines: students revisit material from a new perspective and have the responsibility to understand the systems of thought that produced this material.  They revisit science beginning again with biology. In Euclid they experience formal mathematics and structure proof for the first time, though many of the geometric objects are familiar to them from past years.[footnoteRef:3]  We turn back to American history and literature, but we do so from the perspective of founding documents and original sources that explain the American project in a way hitherto un-experienced by the student. [3:  In a certain way, the exposure to Euclid is an archetype of this principle of revisiting from a “system of thought” perspective. After nine years, this will be the students first “real” course in mathematics.] 


The high school varsity sports environment is a whole new world. The athletes are competing no longer as children but as young adults.  This carries with it more responsibility and more freedom.

Academically and socially, the 9th grader shows the beginnings of freedom and responsibility: the freedom to make her own judgments and the responsibility to make good judgments. For this reason, the piety of the 9th grader for this educational experience is just beginning. Like a piano student that has submitted to the structure of the instrument and music itself, and then finds herself suddenly able to create, so too does the 9th grader find herself in a new world of creative freedom, and the piety experienced is both in reaction to the structure that provided the necessary preparation, but also for the fruition of those structures that is beginning.

The Character of the 10th Grade Student
Grade 10 is about mastering those skills begun in Grade 9.  In Humane Letters, the seminars begin to become much more robust and students find themselves looking forward to this course as part of their schedule – it is now a familiar joy. The student starts being able to listen to one another with real facility, to fruitfully engage in conversations.

The content of the courses get significantly more difficult with Chemistry, Algebra 2, the Humane Letters texts, etc., proportional with the student’s ability to think abstractly.  In many ways, at this point, the boys have caught up with the girls in terms of maturation, so boys are able to do now what the girls by in large were able to do in Grade 9.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Generally speaking, 10th graders are growing out of (and have almost grown out of) the immature attempts to socialization that are characteristic of the middles school.  9th and 10th grade social events are less structured than those of middle school, coming equipped with an increase in freedom: coffee houses, etc.


The Character of the 11th Grade Student
Grade 11 is characterized by a dramatic increase in content depth and complexity.  The 11th grade student is now in a position to struggle with difficult concepts.  In many ways, this year has the hardest classes and the most pressure on the students.  The material includes Physics and Calculus, difficult texts from Ancient Greece, and students are forced to think philosophy and profoundly in a way that goes beyond even the 10th grade examples of Locke and Rousseau.

The 9th and 10th grade students are forming habits of thought and mind, but in Grade 11, the student finally hits either the foundations or the fruit[footnoteRef:4] of the content we have been talking about for some time.  Even though the high school experience as a whole is a “revisiting” and “deepening” of what has come before, Grade 11 holds a pride of place in this process.  There is a return to the earliest foundations of the entire Western project. [4:  In Humane Letters, students discover the philosophical foundations to material they have encountered before. In Calculus, they discover the fruit of the formal systems of geometry and algebra coming together in a truly modern mathematics.] 


By the time students get to 11th and 12th they have become quite mature. There is a marked difference in the way an 11th grader carries herself compared with he 10th grade counterpart. There is almost no attempt to establish social status through cruelty and meanness.  Therefore, there is wide latitude for social events.

Pride in being a Great Hearts student is beginning to come to fruition. Students are taking a leadership role in the building and in athletics and extra curricular activities.




The Character of the 12th Grade Student
In Grade 12, students put everything they have studied into the context of who they are right now as human beings ready to go off into the world. It opens the door for them.  They have been cocooned in a deliberate way up until now.  The 12th grade year brings them up into modernity to face the world that they see. This is reflected in the Humane Letters reading list.

Even the ones who struggle are proud of being a Great Hearts student by the time they are in Grade 12.  They have been doing seminar for a while, and it important to them that they have been reading these hard texts and doing hard work.  This is not true of 9th graders coming out of middle school.  They are happy, but do not necessarily have the feeling that this is something special, that it makes their lives different.  All seniors feel this difference, and it is confirmed upon graduation.  That transition happens because of the curriculum and the community.
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